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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 4624 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2,4 
TAGS: PINS, SY 

SUBJ: CONFLICTING REPORTS ON ASSASSINATIONS OF ALAWITES 

REF: DAMASCUS 4599 

1 . AS USUAL, DAMASCUS RUMOR MILL CHURNING OUT CONFLICTING 
REPORTS ON ASSASSINATIONS WHICH OCCURRED AUGUST 10. 

INITIAL REPORTS WE RECEIVED, AS REPORTED REFTEL, INDICATED 
THAT A SENIOR ALAWITE SECURITY OFFICIAL, LT. COL. AHMAD 
KHALIL. WAS ASSASSINATED ALONG WITH TWO OTHER SENIOR 
OFFICERS AT SEPARATE LOCATIONS IN DAMASCUS. 

2. AFTER FURTHER DIGGING, WE NOW BELIEVE THAT ONLY ONE 
ATTACK OCCURRED IN WHICH TWO AND POSSIBLE THREE PEOPLE 
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DIED, INCLUDING KHALIL. ACCORDING TO LATEST SCENARIO, 

KHALIL, HIS DRIVER, AND SON WERE GUNNED DOWN IN THEIR CAR 
IN THE AREA BEHIND THE CENTRAL BANK. THE SON MAY HAVE 
ONLY BEEN WOUNDED. ANOTHER RUMOR IS CIRCULATING THAT 
COL. AKRAM BALASH, THE HEAD OF THE TRAFFIC POLICE WAS 
ASSASSINATED, BUT EMBOFF WHO MET SEVERAL OF BALASH'S 
CLOSE FRIENDS YESTERDAY HEARD NOTHING ABOUT IT, AND WE 
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BELIEVE THAT THE RUMOR STEMS FROM THE CASE OF MISTAKEN 
IDENTITIES. THE PRESS HAS REMAINED SILENT ABOUT THE 
MATTER. 

3. IN ANY CASE, THIS IS THE FIRST CONFIRMED KILLING OF 

A PRO- ASSAD ALAWITE SINCE MID-MAY AND LAYS TO REST CLAIMS 
BY SECURITY OFFICIALS THAT THEY HAD SUCH MATTERS IN HAND. 

4. KHALIL HAD OCCUPIED HIS POSITION AS DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR FOR AT LEAST FIVE YEARS AND IS SAID 
TO HAVE BEEN PERSONALLY CLOSE (POSSIBLY EVEN A RELATIVE) 
TO ASSAD. 
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